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Introduction 

This report is a reflection of the life of the Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies. 
Leafing through, it can be quite surprising just how much can be achieved 

by a few good people – research projects with global reach, brilliant scholars 
from around the world teaching and learning, publishing projects, a vibrant 
lecture programme, scholarships, a brilliant library, meaningful interactions 
with the wider community, and a constant supply of material for media, 
government, and business. 

Not only is the quantity of work impressive; the quality is astonishing. How 
does a small centre like this evolve into a unique national institution, an 
integrated part of one of the world’s oldest and finest universities, a global 
leader in its field? In a word, ethos. 

The ethos of the OCHS has been carefully nurtured since its foundation. A 
characteristic spirit of academic integrity and original thought combined with 
hard work has delivered us a centre that we can all be proud of and that we 
can all make use of. This admirable spirit is held together by a generosity of 
intent in which every person that interacts with the Centre is important and 
of value.  

The Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies invites you to become involved. The 
few good people at the Centre are supported by hundreds of good people – a 
growing community of friends and supporters all of whom enrich the life of 
the OCHS and are themselves enriched. 

Best wishes, 
Lord Navnit Dholakia, OBE DL 

Chairman, OCHS Board of Governors 

Academic report 

The OCHS continues to develop its teaching programmes, offering core 
teaching to the Theology Faculty and supervising postgraduate students in 
Theology and Oriental Studies. There is an ongoing refinement and 
development of our research programmes leading to publication and 
conferences. The OCHS’s publishing programme is expanding with a number 
of books and articles by members of staff and through the Routledge–OCHS 
Hindu Studies book series and the Journal of Hindu Studies. There is also a 
vibrant Continuing Education Department teaching online and in classrooms. 

Teaching 

The OCHS offers the teaching of Hinduism 1 and 2 for track three of the 
Honours School in Theology. The OCHS also offered Sanskrit Prelims 
attracting a lively group of students as did the two terms of spoken Sanskrit 
with Prof. Narasimhachary.  
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A growing cohort of students was tutored by Professor Gavin Flood, Dr 
Jessica Frazier, Dr Rembert Lutjeharms, Professor Narasimhachary, Professor 
Bilimoria, and Professor Patil. It is worth noting that the expansion in student 
numbers this year includes a considerable growth in the number of UK 
youths from a Hindu background, a very hopeful indication of the future of 
the Hindu Studies on its home ground. 

The Continuing Education programmes have continued with Dr Nick 
Sutton, Dr Rembert Lutjeharms, and Anuradha Dooney presenting distance-
learning courses and external lectures. These have continued to be popular.  

Lectures and Seminars 

A highlight of the year was the OCHS Conference on the Sakta Traditions 
which attracted over fifty participants and a dozen specialist scholars. The 
conference was held in collaboration with the section for the Study of 
Religion, Aarhus University and the project leaders were Professor Gavin 
Flood and OCHS alumnus, Bjarne Wernicke Olesen (Aarhus University). The 
conference presented an interdisciplinary survey of Sakta history, practice, 
and doctrine in its diversity and conveyed something of the distinctive Sakta 
world-view. Articles from the Conference are to be published as a book.  

Our three Shivdasani Fellows, Professors Purushottama Bilimoria, M. 
Narasimhachary, and Parimal Patil delivered a full schedule of lectures, 
further enhancing the Centre’s output. These are listed in Appendix Two. 

Seminar series included ‘Transforming Traditions’, a series of three 
lectures by Dr Jessica Frazier, Richard Williams, and Professor Sanjukta 
Gupta. Graduate seminars included OCHS graduate David Soud on Yeats and 
the Yoga-sutra; Brainerd Prince on Aurobindo; and Brian Dunn on Bishop 
Appasamy. 

Other lectures included Ferdinando Sardella on modern Gaudiya 
Vaisnavism; Dr Ulrike Roesler on Gods in Buddhist literature; James Mallinson 
on Vaishnava origins of yoga; and a fascinating late addition was Anne-Marie 
Gaston’s lively exposition on Krishna in Dance and painting.  

Named Lectures 

Two Majewski Lectures were held for the academic year. In Michaelmas, 
Prof. John Brockington spoke on changes in japa, and in Hilary, Professor 
Chakravarthi Ram-Prasad spoke on comparative theology. This year’s 
Wahlstrom Lecture was ‘The Concept of Laksmi in Srivaisnavism’ by Prof. M. 
Narasimhachary. 

Research 

The OCHS research programme supports well-defined research in all areas in 
the study of Hindu culture. It encourages collaborative and individual 
scholarship that leads to advances in the understanding of cultures 
associated with Hinduism. It further aims to encourage a fruitful interaction 
with the public from grass-roots to policy-making and media sectors, with the 
goal of enhancing the culture of knowledge on the broadest scale. 
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Thematically, OCHS research falls under four key themes: Hinduism and 
Modernity, Classical Hinduism, Religious Dialogue and Interface, and 
Historical Perspectives on Hindu Cultures. 

A particularly encouraging facet of our research programmes is the extent 
to which they are driven by alumni including Dr Ferdinando Sardella, Bjarne 
Wernicke Olesen, Dr Rembert Lutjeharms, Dr Jessica Frazier, Dr Kiyokazu 
Okita, Dr Kenneth Valpey, and Dr Ravi Gupta. This involvement of OCHS 
alumni is a key goal of the Centre and one that we are pleased to say is 
working very well. 

AHRC grant  
Gavin Flood was awarded an AHRC Fellowship for the Hilary and Trinity 
Terms 2012 to complete a book, Religion and the Human Person: Towards a 
Comparative History of Inwardness. The book is a comparison of ideas about 
the human person in Christianity and Hinduism, taking texts from the 
medieval period as exemplars and developing a thesis about religious 
subjectivity. The book argues that the pre-modern understanding of 
subjectivity is distinct from a modern sense of inwardness and might be 
characterised as a collective subjectivity or even as a cosmological 
psychology. In spite of wide theological divergence, Hindu and Christian 
traditions of the same period share significant assumptions about the self, 
cosmos, and religious practice.   

Sakta Traditions: History, Doctrine, and Practice 
This project examines what might be called Śākta traditions: those traditions, 
tantric and non-tantric, that are focused on a Goddess (Devī) or on a God’s 
feminine power (Śakti). It inquires into the history, doctrine and practices of 
‘Śāktism’, exploring local and pan-South Asian traditions, esoteric practices 
and exoteric temple cults, and developments in contemporary Śākta worship. 

Outputs included an international conference in 2011 and a book 
publication is in progress. 

Bhagavata Purana Research Project 
The Bhagavata Purana is one of the most highly regarded and variegated of 
Hindu sacred texts, notable for its coherent narrative structure, high poetic 
quality, philosophical sophistication, and extensive development of bhakti 
theology.  

This project aims to produce both a balanced translation of the Purana, 
and a volume of critical essays on it. 

Bengali Vaishnavism in the Modern Period 
This project undertakes the collection, translation and investigation of 
material dealing with the modern development of Caitanya Vaisnavism in 
Bengal from the late 18th century to the present. It aims at facilitating 
research in a number of areas such as theology, sociology, history of ideas, 
philosophy, gender studies, and anthropology. 

Outputs include a proposed conference in 2013 and a book series is 
currently being proposed to an American publisher. 
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Thinking Inside the Box: Categories in Indian Philosophy  
This project explores the use of categories as a way of doing philosophy in 
Indian intellectual culture. Indian categorical systems include linguistic 
categories, aesthetic and emotional categories, universals, logical, 
metaphysical, ontological, and other kinds of categories. The goal of this 
project is to shed a clear light on categorisation as a mode of reasoning in the 
Indian philosophical traditions, illuminating its relation to Western methods, 
and its unique contribution to philosophy across the globe. 

Outputs included an international conference in 2009 and a book 
publication is in progress. 

Redefining Religion 
The OCHS ‘Redefining Religion’ project aims to refine current models of 
religion and the religious subject, and of the notions of religious meaning and 
experience which it entails, along with the hermeneutic methodologies on 
which it relies. It will do so through research, publication, and 
interdisciplinary and comparative collaboration, the proceedings of which will 
be disseminated to the academic community through web and print access. 

Outputs include the book, The Importance of Religion, by Professor Gavin 
Flood. 

Global Hinduism: The Living Tradition 
This project explores the way Hinduism responds to new situations in global 
contexts around the world. Interviews in England, Trinidad, Mauritius, Bali, 
and Thailand reveal ways in which Hinduism is still alive and growing in 
response to new situations. From Hindu rituals that draw on the vibrant 
energies of the Caribbean landscape, to conceptions of the divine adapted to 
the inter-faith discussions of British society, to Hinduism for Thai Buddhists 
who believe in the deities even though they do not believe in Hinduism – in 
all of these contexts we see Hindu religious ideas growing through the 
grassroots theology of everyday experience. 

Outputs for this project are a body of qualitative primary interviews for 
each culture, exploring the rationale behind religious ideas and 
developments and a monograph analysing, explaining, and further exploring 
the ways in which Hindu theology in each of these diaspora contexts has 
adapted creatively to a new situation. 

Shivdasani Fellowship 

During this academic year we have continued to support scholars through the 
Shivdasani Fellowships. We were pleased to welcome Professors 
Purushottama Bilimoria (Deakin University, Australia), M. Narasimhachary 
(University of Madras), and Parimal Patil (Harvard University). 

The Shivdasani Fellowships continue to add value to the Centre and to 
Hindu Studies globally as it brings scholars in contact with our students and 
fellows as well as the wealth of resources Oxford offers. It is a key priority of 
the OCHS to expand this programme. 
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Publishing 

The Continuum Companion to Hindu Studies, a prestigious and 
comprehensive reference guide to Hindu Studies was edited by our own Dr 
Jessica Frazier with a foreword by Gavin Flood. Professor Flood also published 
one of the most significant books to come out of the OCHS to date, The 
Importance of Religion: Meaning and Action in our Strange World, with Wiley 
Blackwell.  

Forthcoming titles include Religion and Experience, by Dr Frazier, and 
Religion and the Human Person: Towards a Comparative History of 
Inwardness by Professor Flood.   

OCHS fellows, Dr Kenneth Valpey and Dr Rembert Lutjeharms both 
contributed chapters to Brill’s Encyclopedia of Hinduism, a thematic 
encyclopaedia containing the latest research on all aspects of Hindu tradition. 

Meanwhile, OCHS alumnus, Dr Jonathan Edelmann published Hindu 
Theology and Biology: The Bhagavata Purana and Contemporary Theory, with 
OUP. Another OCHS alumnus, Dr Ithamar Theodor, was awarded by the 
American Academic Libraries Association for his Exploring the Bhagavad gita: 
Philosophy, Structure and Meaning. 

The Journal of Hindu Studies 
The Journal of Hindu Studies is in its fifth year, and has succeeded in 
publishing issues by respected scholars reflecting a range of topics and 
disciplines. This year three issues were published: ‘Tantra’; ‘Ritual and 
practice’; and one to mark Rabindranatha Tagore’s sesquicentenary. See 
Appendix Three for a full listing of articles. 

The Routledge Hindu Studies Series 
The Routledge Hindu Studies Series continues to grow with nineteen titles. 
See Appendix Four for a full list of publications. 

Summary 

The OCHS has had a productive year with a significant expansion of the 
student body, the development of research projects, and an increase in 
publications from fellows of the centre.  We have supplied the teaching of 
Hinduism and Prelims Sanskrit to the Theology Faculty and have presented a 
number of non-assessed seminar series such as reading Sanskrit 
commentaries and readings in Phenomenology. The research projects that 
we have initiated continue to develop and the conferences associated with 
them have all been highly successful events. As we look to the future we aim 
to develop along the same successful track, increase our research outputs, 
increase the range of teaching we offer, and increase our student numbers. 
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Fellows and students 

Shivdasani Visiting Fellowship 

Michaelmas term 2011: Professor Purushottama Bilimoria 
Purushottama Bilimoria, is Professor of Philosophy and Comparative Studies 
at Deakin University in Australia and Senior Research Fellow, University of 
Melbourne. Visiting Professor and Lecturer at University of California, 
Berkeley and Dominican University, San Anselmo. His areas of specialist 
research and publications cover classical Indian philosophy and comparative 
ethics; Continental thought; cross-cultural philosophy of religion, diaspora 
studies; bioethics, and personal law in India. He is an Editor-in-Chief of 
Sophia, Journal of Philosophy of Religion, Springer. He also edits a book series 
with Springer on Sophia: cross-cultural studies in Culture and Traditions.  

Professor Bilimoria is a highly engaging and cheerful individual and it was 
inspiring to see the amount of ground he covered in six short weeks. He 
tutored eleven students on a wide range of topics and took full advantage of 
the facilities Oxford offers. While at the OCHS he authored several papers 
and prepared a syllabus on ‘Gandhi and the Civil Rights Movement in America 
1893-1993’ for a course he will be teaching in University of California- 
Berkeley. Prof. Bilimoria teaches and publishes on Hindu religious 
philosophies. He also works on political philosophy, pertaining to ethics of 
rights, theories of justice, capabilities, education and gender issues in third 
world, particularly South Asian, contexts. 

On his stay at Oxford, Professor Bilimoria reports: ‘It was truly like being in 
a family, and everyone was always so kind, courteous, caring, and going out 
of their way to do things for a scholar-academic often somewhat new to the 
environment, and caught up in his own work, and head. I learnt so much, and 
was able to share so much. The handful of students I tutored and mentored 
were simply great; I have kept in touch with most. A wonderful place to sit, 
read, think, and write into the wee-hours of the night; and come downstairs 
to streets to take in a few breaths of the world around, and gaze at the 
towering spires of the colleges.’ 

Hilary–Trinity terms 2012: Professor M. Narasimhachary  
For Hilary and Trinity terms we were honoured to host Professor 
Narasimhachary. This is Professor Narasimhachary’s second stay at the 
Oxford Centre for Hindu Studies.  

Prof. Narasimhachary is a world-class Sanskritist and an excellent teacher. 
‘Studying Sanskrit texts under the supervision of Professor Narasimhachary 
has provided me with the kind of insight into the language that can only be 
gained from one profoundly rooted in the Sanskrit tradition,’ says student 
Lucien Wong. ‘The phenomenal breadth of his expertise has allowed me to 
discover subtle and fertile connections between various texts and ideas that 
would no doubt have been overlooked without his guidance.’ 

Professor Narasimhachary is the Founder Professor and Head (Retired), 
Department of Vaishnavism, University of Madras, India. His specialist 


